














From The North 
DakotaAFSS 

Bob Fishman 
FAA Air Traffic Manager 

As we end another productive year, 
we would like to wish only the "BEST" 
to you and yours in 1993. While we 
look forward in anticipation to what 
the coming year will bring, we would 
like to briefly reflect on 1992. 

As most of you know, this year your 
North Dakota Automated Flight Ser­
vice Station received the National Air 
Traffic Facility of the Year Award. This 
recognition honored employees at ev­
ery level within our AFSS family. In 
1992 we also received an FAA 
Administrator's Commendation for 
Quality Management of our organiza­
tional responsibilities, serving to fur­
thercomplement the FAA's worldwide 
Quality Management Award presented 
to us in 1990 (the first recognition of its 
kind to any organization by the Federal 
Aviation Administration). 

It is most important that each of you 
be aware of what every employee here 
knows - that these recognitions are 
actually tributes to the Total Quality 
Management (TQM) and partnership 
in management of our professional re­
sponsibilitiesthatexisthereattheAFSS. 
Decisions affecting the widest range of 
issues are made through total system 
thinking and processing and based 
upon needs and comprehension of each 
of our customers, both internal and 
external. 

To you, our customers, it is of opti­
mum importance that your opinions 
and needs are communicated and com­
prehended by us as your provider of 
vital and desired services. 

I would ask that you continue to 
keep me advised of any special needs 
so that we may structure the system to 

.... serve you better. Our work force, with 
a reputation and work ethic second to 
none, is proud to provide you with the 
"BEST" service possible. With your 
participation, we will continue to do 
so. 
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Winter Flying 
Visibility Hazards 

Les Ellingson 
Accident Prevention Program Manager 
Fargo Flight Standards District Office 
Winter flying, and its precautions 

are subjects we need to be reminded of 
every year at this time. A very common 
restriction to visibility in our northern 
climate is that of snow showers and/ or 
blowing snow. 

Snow showers are often unforecast. 
Although they are pretty, looking out 
from our picture window, they can 
prove deadly to a VFR pilot. If the snow 
showers are accompanied by darkness, 
instant IMC can encompass the un­
wary pilot in a split second. Also, when 
we find ourselves dodging snow show­
ers, often the innocent snow shower 
turns into what may be a two-to-three 
inch widespread snowfall. 

Blowing snow in North Dakota can 
reduce visibility to zero. Again, it can 
be unforecast. It is hard to predict at 
what speed wind will start picking up 
and blowing snow, reducing visibility 
especially in unsheltered areas. 

I spent eighteen years flying in the 
wooded areas of northern Minnesota. 
Numerous times in checking enroute 
weather, Fargo and Grand Forks would 
be reporting visibility one-eighth to one­
quarter mile in blowing snow. In our 
area visibility would be unrestricted. 
In my career, I have seen many times, 
pilots who have lost their lives in con­
tinuing flight into restricted visibility, 
such as snow showers or blowing snow. 
Many times if they had only waited one 
hour, visibility would have increased 
to unlimited. Snow showers and/or 
blowing snow conditions can subside 
as quickly as they can come up. 

A close friend of mine lost his life in 
an aircraft accident on Lake of the 
Woods in northern Minnesota years 
ago. While ice fishing ten miles from 
shore, the wind accompanying a small 
front suddenly came up along with 
brief snow showers decreasing visibil­
ity. With his need to get home for chores 
that evening he took off, soon getting 
spatial disorientation. Two hours later, 
the same afternoon, the weather cleared 
withCA VU. When we found the wreck­
age, the thought came to me, "a mere 
two hour wait and this accident would 
have been avoided!" 

Several times in checking enroute 
weather we hear the all too often words 
such as "chance of light snow," "pos­
sible snow showers," "increasing winds 

may cause blowing and drifting," etc. 
Be aware! And if you are VFR and are 
anticipating a night flight, postpone it! 

A very good pamphlet on winter 
flying can be obtained by contacting 
me at Flight Standards District Office, 
1801 23rd Avenue North, Room 216, 
Fargo, NO 58102, or by calling (701) 
232-8949. 

AANDNews 
Michael D. Ryan, President 
Airport Association ofND 

I am happy to report the Airport 
Association of North Dakota and the 
FAA Automated Flight Service Station 
(AFSS) in Grand Forks have reached an 
agreement that will enable your airport 
to send NOTAMs via fax to the Grand 
Forks AFSS. This new service provided 
by the flight service station should be 
available sometime in the very near 
future. The fax machine has already 
been purchased for the AFSS but it 
takes some time to work through the 
system to have a dedicated phone line 
installed for the machine. 

In the meantime, if you are inter­
ested in this service to enhance safety at 
your airport you should do the follow­
ing: 

1. Contact the AFSS at (701) 772-7489 
and arrange to have a letter of agree­
ment signed between the Grand Forks 
AFSS and your airport. 

2. Make arrangements with theAFSS 
to have your people trained by the AFSS 
in filling out the new NOTAM form. 
(Also contact Jim Lawler, AANO Sec­
retary, at (701) 663-0669 so we can con­
solidate these classes in an effort to 
expedite the process and reduce travel 
requirements for the FAA.) 

If you currenUy do not have a fax 
machine, this may be the justification 
you need to upgrade your office equip­
ment. 

I have received confirmation from 
Northwest and Continental Airlines 
that once again each airline will donate 
a pair of round trip tickets as door 
prizes for the symposium. We are in the 
process of contacting other airlines and 
agencies asking them to participate in 
the program. I would like to give a 
special thanks to all of the organiza­
tions that have done so much in the 
past to help make this annual event 
such a success. 

Please mark your calendars for the 
symposium (March 1-3). See you at the 
convention. 



NDPAMA 
David Sahl, President 

Convention time is here. Our 
NDP AMA speakers are set and there 
should be only minimal changes. The 
only change I foresee is Wednesday. 
I'm waiting for one more confirmation 
before completing Wednesday's sched­
ule. 

This year I would like to see an abun­
dance of mechanic safety awards sent 
in. I know there's a lot of technicians 
out there that should be recognized for 
their hard work. It only takes a minute, 
and if you don't have a 29¢ stamp you 
can turn it in to me at the registration 
desk, Monday, March 1st. So, let's do it! 

One program you should attend is 
FAA, George Torres, from the manu­
facturing standards national field of­
fice, on Tuesday. He will be discussing 
changes in AC 43.13-1A. This will be 
very informative, since this change af­
fects all of us, it will be a good opportu­
nity for you to ask a lot of questions. 

Remember to bring some extra cash. 
P AMA hats and coats will again be on 
sale through the convention. Also, we 
may have another raffle this year. 
Iwouldlikeroth~omlocalFAA 

FSOO office for securing our FAA 
speaker George Torres for our 
NDP AMA program. Hope to see you 
all in March. 

Flying Farmer 
News 

Arlyn Kraft 
ND Flying Farmer Editor 

For those readers who are not farnil-
• iarwith the International Flying Farmer 

organization, I will briefly describe the 
IFF. The IFF has its office in Wichita, 
KS, at Mid-Continent Airport and 
shares the office building with Rollins 
Bmdick Hunter of Kansas, Inc. who 
also writes aircraft insurances for fly­
ing farmer members. IFF has three 
people on staff at this office who handle 
the day-to-day business of the organi­
zation. They can be reached at 316-943-
4234 if you would like further 
information. 

Membership in both NDFF and IFF 
costs a total of $55 per year. The IFF 
officers come from the local chapters 

(Continued on next page) 
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ENTRY FORM FOR 
NORm DAKOTA A VIAnON 

"'1993 MECHANIG SAnTY AWARD PROGRAM ,% ,_., -,~ 

Mail to: Davia Sah1, l801 N. 23n1 AYe., loom ru. Earp. NO 58102 
~C11ONS: Uae a sepmIe fonn for eadI entry. 

,r AJl""1ll1lll~.e,lther typewrllteft or neatIy,hand lettmcL 

Name: ____________________________________________ ___ 

Address: ________________________________________ ___ 

Telephone No.: _____________________________________ __ 

FAA Certificate No.: _________________________________ ___ 

FCC License No.: ______________________________________ _ 

Employer: __________________________________________ __ 

Employer's Address: ________________________________ ___ 

Year first designated a Maintenance Technician: ________________ _ 
Years Experience: ___________________________________ _ 

ENTRY DETAILS: Give brief but factual description. Drawings, photo­
graphs or other presentations may be included to assist the judging commit­
tee. All entries become the property of the Selection Committee and will not 
be returned. 

(If additional space is required, attach additional sheets) 

ENTRY SUBMITTED BY: (If other than entrant) 
Name: ____________________________________________ ___ 

Address: ________________________________________ ___ 

Employer: _________________________________________ __ 
Address: ________________________________________ ___ 

Position Held: _____________________________________ ___ 

Signatme of person submitting entry Date 
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NDAAA Update 
Cynthia Schreiber-Beck 

NDAAA 
Legislative: 

All operators should be on alert -
letNDAAA LobbyistJ.B. Lindquist, or 
NDAAA President Randy Lahrenknow 
if you find any bill relating to the indus­
try. The Association made known their 
problems with HOUSE BILL #1232, 
hopefully it did not pass the hearing. 

SENATE Bill #2139 was acceptable. 
At this time there has not been an insur­
ance 'required' bill submitted but we 
are waiting in the wings to see what 
will happen. 

The vote on the M.E.A.L. Ticket was 
'no'. Approximately 37% of the mem­
bership voted by the cut-off date. Inter­
estingly enough, one organization said 
it would not pursue an insurance 're­
quired' bill if the M.E.A.L. Ticket was 
in place, but by that time the vote had 
already been taken. 
Costs: 

Greg VanDoren, Extension Agrono­
mist and Gayles S. Willitt, Extension 
Economist at Washington State Uni­
versity did a study comparing ground 
application costs (hired and grower 
owned equipment) with aerial applica­
tion costs in the Horse Heaven Hills 
area of Washington in 1990. From the 
information it was concluded that for 
the representative farm, estimated per 
acre pest control costs for the two 
ground application equipment alter­
natives averaged twice as much as costs 
associated with aerial application. Yield 
losses were substantial with ground 
application equipment, due to crop 
damage from equipment passing 
through the field and reduced timeli­
ness of application. For the complete 
study write the authors at Pullman, 
Washington. 
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1993 
NDFF Calendar of Events 
Jan. 21-24 - IFF Workshop '93 

Cruise; Port Canaveral to 
Nassau 

Feb. 12-14 - Nebraska Conv.; 
Columbus, NE 

March - Pres. Virginia's Fly-in; 
Oakes 

March 5-7 - Iowa Conv.; Red 
Fox Inn, Waverly 

March 12-14 - Alberta Conv.; 
Hanna, Alberta 

March 19-21- Kansas Conv.; 
Holiday Inn, Lawrence 

April 2-4 - Manitoba 
Convention; Brandon 

April 2-4 - Colorado Conv.; 
Ramkota Inn, Greeley, CO 

June 5-6 - IFF Queen Sally 
Apple's Fly-in; Piqua, OH 

June 11-13 - Minnesota Conv.; 
Marshall, MN 

June 13 - IFF Pres. Jack Wood's 
Day; Elgin, MB 

June 18-19 - South Dakota 
Conv.; Holiday Inn, Mitchell 

July - Queen Yvonne's Fly-in; 
Braddock 

August - Eielson Museum; 
Hatton 

October 8-9 - ND Convention; 
Bismarck 

Congratulations: 
NDAAA member Arnie Widmer, 

Widmer Flying Service, Oakes, was 
named the 1992 Outstanding Pesticide 
Applicator of the Year. He received the 
award at the North Dakota Agricul­
tural Association Short Course and 
Trade Show in Fargo in November. The 
industry is proud of you, Arnie (and 
Virginia). 

Flying Farmers ... 
(Continued from previous page) 

and the eleven directors are elected one 
from each of the eleven regions in the 
United States and Canada. These offic­
ers and directors serve without pay. 
The current V. President is Don 
Zimbleman from Fullerton, ND. Diane 
Dahl from Cogswell is serving a one 
year term as IFF Duchess. 

IFF promotes aviation safety with its 
APT program where discounts in in­
surance rates are available to those pi­
lots who have annual proficiency 
training. The state and regional meet­
ings are an excellent opportunity for 
members to exchange ideas and meet 
new people in all aspects of agriculture. 
Only IFF officers must be farmers. We 
have bankers, airport operators, equip­
ment dealers and many other profes­
sions in the membership. 

IFF organized tours are available to 
the membership with many being or­
ganized by local members who are fa­
miliar with the tour areas. Some 
upcoming tours are as follows: Death 
Valley Tour, Feb. 21-25th, cost $295, 
contact Paula Kramer at 602-584-2667; 
IFFMexicotour,Feb.6-16th,flyordrive 
yourself for $1050 and $975, respec­
tively, phone the IFF office for more 
information; Puget Sound tour on June 
20-24, cost $435, call IFF for details. 

I have gone on several tours in the 
past and have found them well orga­
nized and enjoyable. The most memo­
rable was the fly yourself tour to Costa 
Rica for two weeks. Because of the po­
litical climateenroute the tour now goes 
commercial airlines when offered. 
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